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Inancienttimes people lived in tribes and shared most of their
basic resources. Society lived undera primitive form of comrnunal
egalitarianism. As humankind progressed powerful chieftains and
their tribes developed into kingdoms. Aclass structure headed by
privileged nobility emerged.

Feudafism saw monarchies and noble aristocracies rule over
largely peasant societies. Farming provided the backbone ofthe
economyand ownership of land was the key to wealth. Asvillages
developed into towns with merchants and workers, discontent
with absolute monarchism grew. An emerging bourgeoisie, the
educated middie classeswho owned factories and businesses,
demanded greater political rights. Monarchies were overthrown
and parfiamentarydemocracies came about.

In modern times, the means of production or capital (the
opportunities toacquire wealth through industry) were ownedby
the bourgeoisie. They accumulated theirwealth by exploitingthe
labour of theirworkforce - the profetariat. Marxargued thatas the
proletariat becameaware of its exploitationin theindustrial erait
would developa‘revolutionary consciousness. Theworkers of
the world would eventually unite and overthrow the bourgeoisie
inasocialist revolution.

Thesocialist phasein historywas not clearly outlined by Marx.He
spoke of aworkers’state that would take over the means of
productioninadictatorship of the proletariatand distribute
wealth equitably: ‘Fromeachaccordingto his ability,to each
according to his needs’. Eventually society would lose its sense of
class difference and would evolve into ahigher form of
development where the state would ‘witheraway’.

Asystemninwhichallpeoplewould live in peace andequalityas
there would no longer be social confiict. Modern machinerywould
reduce the need for hard physical labourand resources would be
plentiful. Marxvaguely theorised that under communisman
‘administration of things would take the place of ‘government’.
The tasks of government would be uncomplicated and easily
managed byalt peoples.
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