History Revolutions – Russian Revolution Quotes

Regarding Russia Pre 1905 (everything up to and including the lead up to the 1905 revolution)

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“…a policy of modernisation required a willingness to accept political change as well.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“…the tsarist autocracy was both oppressive and inefficient.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“The government had to gamble that it would be strong enough to cope with the social political strains created by the industrialisation drive.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“By 1900 the bureaucracy and the army constituted the real basis of the tsar’s authority, and they remain the most loyal and disciplined sections of the ruling elite until 1917.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“The liberals on their own seemed incapable of making any impact on the government.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“Tsarist Russia was run by a bureaucratic class that, for all its incompetence, still possessed the power to control the lives of the Russian masses.”
	Alexander Herzen
	

	“What weakened the tsarist regime in the period before 1917 was not its tyranny but its incompetence.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“We need a small, victorious war to avert a revolution.”  RE: the Russo-Japanese war
	Plehve
	

	“…the general dissatisfaction of all classes with the government and their open hostility against it.” RE: poor leadership in Russia and heavy taxations
	Tolstoy
	

	“It is impossible to maintain this form of government except by violence.”
	Tolstoy
	


Regarding the Tsar and his government policies

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“[Nicholas II] was a man of weakness and limited outlook”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“Nicholas II is one of the most pathetic figures in history.”
	Buchanan
	

	“Nicholas has not inherited his father’s commanding personality nor the strong character and prompt decision which are so essential to an autocratic ruler.”
	Buchanan 
	

	“He kept saying that … he was wholly unfit to reign.”
	The tsar’s sister quoting HIM
	

	“…he only grasps the significance of a fact in isolation with out its relationship to other facts.”
	Pobedonostsev
	

	“His mentality and his circumstances keep him wholly out of touch with his people.”
	Kerensky
	

	“…he has nobody on whom he can thoroughly rely.”
	Tsarina Alexandra
	

	“His character is the source of all our misfortunes. His outstanding weakness is a lack of will power.”
	Witte
	

	“He’s a sad man; he lacks guts.”
	Rasputin
	

	“… a mixture of cowardice, blindness and stupidity.” RE: government policy following the 1905 revolution
	Witte
	

	“That the tsar believed he could dispense with the services of [Witte] was another indication of how out of touch Nicholas was with Russia real needs.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The decision was a characteristic example of Nicholas’s political naivety.” RE: the alcohol prohibition  
	Christian 

Liberal
	

	“It was another of tsardoms lost opportunities.” RE: the tsar’s refusal to work with the Progressive Bloc
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“He regarded the autocracy as a sort of sacred heritage which he was bound to preserve intact in the form in which it had been bequeathed to him.”
	Buchanan
	

	“The tsar’s outlook was not broader then that of a minor police official”
	Trotsky – Marxist
	

	“The tsar kept his outlook unchanged throught two wars and two revolutions.”
	Trotsky – Marxist
	

	“It was not so much the Emperor as the regime of which the nation as a whole was weary”
	Buchanan
	

	“He bore the burden of power until the end. But he would not fight for it: he had no wish to rule.”
	Kerensky
	


Regarding the 1905 Revolution, October Manifesto etc 

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“…it was this rare display of dissident activity which finally brought the government to its knees.” 
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“Survival was not impossible, but it would require immense political skill and tact. And as it happened the last of the Romanov’s lacked both qualities.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“… it was accidental rather than planned.” RE: the 1905 revolution
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“By October the tsar was faced with the most united opposition in Romanov history.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“1905 showed that as long as the tsarist government kept its nerve and the army remained loyal, the forces of protest would find it very difficult to mount a serous challenge.” 
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“1905 failed as a revolution because the protestors were disunited and inexperienced.”
	Trotsky - Marxist
	

	“A notable feature f the 1905 revolution was how minor a part was played by the revolutionaries.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The liberals demonstratively backed away from the revolution when it became clear that to shake tsardom was not enough, it must be overthrown.”
	Trotsky

Marxist
	

	“The readiness with which the liberals and peasants accepted the governments political and economic bribes indicated that neither of these groups were genuinely ready for revolution”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“It is true that the tsar appeared to grant to grant significant concessions in the October Manifesto, but these were expedients rather than real reforms.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“Everything is given and nothing is given.” RE: governments policies and reforms 1905
	Trotsky – Marxist
	

	“…not only survive; it could also go over to the offensive.” RE: governments reaction
	Kochan & Abraham - Liberal
	


Regarding Russia Post 1905 (between 1906 and the beginning of World War One)

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“The agrarian reform did not create the politically conservative rural society the Stolypin had hoped for…”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“Perhaps most dangerous of all was the tsar’s continued failure to recognise the extent of his government’s isolation.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“Curse the Duma. It is all Witte’s doing”
	Tsar Nicholas II
	

	“…in failing to recognise the true worth of Witte and Stolypin, the tsarist regime unwittingly destroyed its last chance of survival.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	


Regarding Russia’s Involvement in World War One

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“In the short run, it rescued the government from a serious crisis. But in the long run it may have simply deepened the crisis and ensured that it was more profound when it finally arrived”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“By 1917 the war would prove to be the undoing of tsardom”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“Less than two years after the war began, the Russian railway system had virtually collapsed.”
	Lynch 

Liberal
	

	“Ill-equipped and under-fed the peasants in uniform who composed the Russian army began to desert in increasing numbers.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The tragedy for the tsar was that he and his government showed themselves increasingly incapable of running the war.”
	Lynch 

Liberal
	

	“…the disruption of the transport system rather than the decline in food production was the major cause of Russia’s wartime shortages.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	


Regarding Russia Pre 1917 (the lead up to the 1917 revolution)

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“… the blindness of the tsar’s government was daily driving the Russian people closer to revolution.”
	Guchkov
	

	“…internal strains ensured that when collapse came it took the form of revolution rather than military defeat.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“The capital is in a state of anarchy.”
	Rodzianko -Liberal
	

	“The truth was that by the beginning of 1917 it was too late to save tsardom.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“The proletariat of the capital is on the verge of despair.” 
	Okhrana report
	

	“All the decent people have either been dismissed or left.” RE: the tsar’s government
	Rodzianko -Liberal
	

	“Political protests were indistinguishable from the general outcry against food shortages and the miseries brought by war.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“…the influence of Bolshevik ideas is spreading very rapidly.”
	General Ruzski
	

	“It was another of tsardom’s lost opportunities.” RE:cooperation with the ProgressiveBloc
	Lynch – Liberal 
	

	“The strikes and demonstrations… did not in themselves cause the revolution.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	


Regarding the 1917 February revolution 

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“Tsardom collapsed from within”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“The dynasty fell by shaking, like rotten fruit.”
	Trotsky - Marxist
	

	“The strikes and demonstrations in Petrograd in February 1917 did not in themselves cause the revolution.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“What destroyed tsardom was the length of the war.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“The mystic doctrine of spontaneousness explains nothing.” RE: claims the revolution was spontaneous 
	Trotsky

Marxist
	

	“Conscious and tempered workers educated for the most part by the party of Lenin [lead the revolution]”
	Trotsky 

Marxist
	

	“The collapse of the Romanov autocracy… was one of the most leaderless, spontaneous, anonymous revolutions of all time.”
	Chamberlin

Classical
	

	“There is a lack of planned leadership, and there is the action of the soldiers independent of their officers” RE: two striking features of the 1917 revolution
	Chamberlin

Classical
	

	“The rebellious mass had nothing concrete to put in place of the old order.”
	Chamberlin – Classical 
	

	“It was someone mightier than they: Tsar Hunger” RE: what lead the revolution (not the revolutionaries)
	Chernov
	

	“There was no leader” RE: leadership post revolution
	Chemov
	

	“The proletariat of the capital is on the verge of despair”
	Okrana Report -Jan 
	

	“…the house of Romanov came to an end not with a bang but a whimper.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	


Regarding the Provisional Government and Petrograd Soviet

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“We were appointed by the Revolution itself.”
	Milyukov 
	

	“It was not an elected body… as a consequence it lacked legitimate authority.” RE: PG
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“It would be judged entirely on how ell it dealt with the nation’s problems” RE: PG
	Lynch – Liberal 
	

	“..major weakness was that its authority was limited by its unofficial partnership with the Petrograd Soviet.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The Provisional Government often seemed unsure of its own authority.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“Its preoccupation with the war prevented the government from dealing with Russia’s social and economic problems.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The Provisional Government had to keep Russia in the war but in doing so it destroyed its own chances of survival.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“Kerensky’s government had come nowhere near to solving Russia’s problems.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“Kerensky’s government was more frightened of an attack from the right than the left.” 
	Lynch – Liberal
	


Regarding Lenin and the Bolshevik’s

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“Lenin wanted living and working conditions to get worse not better.” THUS sparking revolution
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The Bolshevik’s readiness was one of Lenin’s major political achievements.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“[Lenin and the Bolshevik’s played only a minor role in events in Russia before 1917.”
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“Revolution occurred in spite, rather than because of them.” RE: 1905 revolution 
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“…transform the imperialist war everywhere into a civil war.” DIRECTED to all true revolutionaries
	Lenin 
	

	“Had the war gone well for Russia there is every reason to think that the Bolshevik Party would have disappeared as a political force.”
	Lynch 

Liberal
	

	“…although they might live to see the proletarian revolution, he .. did not expect to do so”
	Lenin 
	

	“History will not forgive us if we do not assume power.”
	Lenin
	

	“He was not a democrat; he did not deal in compromise.” RE: Lenin
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“Lenin and Trotsky were international revolutionaries. They had only a limited loyalty towards Russia as a nation.”
	Lynch 

Liberal
	

	“…the military aspect of early Bolshevik government left it with a readiness to resort to coercion…”
	Robert Tucker
	

	“There was something essentially totalitarian about Lenin himself.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“Coercion is necessary for the transition from capitalism to socialism.”
	Lenin – pre 1917
	

	“There is absolutely no contradiction between Soviet democracy and the exercise of dictatorial powers.”
	Lenin – pre 1917 
	

	“Lenin’s realism demanded that political theory take second place to economic necessity.” 
	Lynch - Liberal
	

	“A fortnight after the July Days, the Bolshevik Party appeared to have been broken as a political force in Russia.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	


Regarding the 1917 October Revolution

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“While it was Lenin who was undoubtedly the great influence behind the October Rising, it was Trotsky who actually organised it.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The Bolshevik forces did not need to storm the gates; there was nobody defending them.”
	Lynch – Liberal 
	

	“The Bolshevik’s did not seize power; it feel into their hands.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	The success of the coup had as much to do with government weakness as Bolshevik strength.”
	Lynch

Liberal 
	

	“…the Bolshevik’s were pushing against an already open door.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“Economically incompetent and militarily incapable the Provisional Government was not considered worth struggling to save.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“The dissolution of the Constituent Assembly by the Soviet Government means a complete and frank liquidation of the idea of democracy by the idea of dictatorship.”
	Lenin
	


Regarding Russia Post 1917 (new society)

	Quote
	Credit
	Rating

	“From the beginning, the Bolshevik regime was engaged in a desperate struggle for survival.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“All we need to do is issue a few degrees them shut up shop and go home.”
	Trotsky
	

	“Lenin had no intention of letting true democracy get in the way.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“In a sense, Sovnarkon was a wing of the Bolshevik party.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“[Lenin’s] policy after taking power was a pragmatic one.”
	Lynch – Liberal 
	

	“…the Cheka was a better organised and more efficient for of the Okrana.” 
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“The decision to accept the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk showed Lenin to be a realist rather than driven by ideological considerations.”
	Steve Philips
	

	“This bid for absolute authority made a civil war highly likely, given that the Bolsheviks had only a limited grip on Russia…”
	Lynch

Liberal 
	

	“Lenin truly wanted a destructive civil war.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“save for their hatred of Bolshevism, the Whites lacked a common cause.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“[The Whites] were a collection of dispossessed socialists, liberals and moderates, whose political differences led them into bitter disputes among themselves.” 
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“No regime placed in the Bolshevik predicament between 1917 and 1921 could have survived without resort to authoritarian measures.” 
	Robert Tucker
	

	“[Lenin] had always accepted the necessity of terror as an instrument of political control.”
	Lynch – Liberal
	

	“Trotsky’s organisation and leadership of the Red Army was the major factor in the survival of Bolshevik Russia.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“Every aspect of life, social, political and economic had to be subordinated to the task of wining the civil war.”
	Lynch

Liberal 
	

	“…while war communism tightened the Bolshevik grip on industry it did not lead to economic growth.”
	Lynch 

Liberal 
	

	“In applying our former methods, we suffered defeat and had to begin strategic retreat.”
	Lenin
	

	“Our conception was wrong. Life has shown we made a mistake.” RE: war communism
	Lenin
	

	“…lit up reality like a lightening flash.” RE: Kronstadt
	Lenin
	

	“We are prepared to let the peasants have their little bit of capitalism as long as we keep the power.” RE: NEP
	Lenin
	

	“The adoption of NEP showed that the Bolshevik government since 1917 had been unable to create a successful economy along purely ideological lines.”
	Lynch

Liberal
	

	“…the first sign of the degeneration of Bolshevism.” RE: NEP
	Trotsky
	

	“ I solving the twin problems of political survival and economic backwardness, the Bolshevik’s found themselves creating a social order that, for all its differences, was depressingly similar … to the society they had overthrown.”
	Christian

Liberal
	

	“Bolshevik influence in the countryside was insignificant.”
	Christian – Liberal
	

	“[The Bolshevik’s} ideals were challenged as well as their power.” RE: Kronstadt
	Christian – Liberal
	

	“The government was isolated internally as well as internationally.” RE: Bolshevik gov
	Christian – Liberal 
	


